
 
 
 

Warrant Officer John Lord - 955266 

405th (RCAF) Squadron Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve 
 
Died of wounds 22nd April 1945, Aged 26 
Born Burbage and living in Burbage 
 
Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, 
Brandenburg, Germany 
Plot 2, Row N, Grave 7 
 
Son of Mr Ernest and Mrs Ada M Lord 
High View, Coventry Road, Burbage 
 
Burbage War Memorial 
St Catherine’s War Memorial 
Individual Plaque St Catherine’s South Side 
Chancel. 
 
John Lord was born on 6th December 1918 at Diamond Cottage, Coventry 
Road, Burbage. The eldest child of Ernest Lord a hosiery hand, John grew up 
in the village starting at the Burbage National School in January 1924. John 
was well known in the Hinckley area being a regular player for Hinckley 
United Rugby Club.  
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On the outbreak of war in 1939, John joined the 
RAF and was posted to a base in Scotland. As an 
observer, he flew missions on bombing raids over 
Germany. On one such mission in 1941 his plane 
came down, he was captured and taken prisoner 
of war. 
 
Although a prisoner the family hoped, he would be 
relatively safe. Letters were exchanged and 
parcels sent via the Red Cross. The family even 
had a photograph sent from a POW camp that 
shows him looking well. 
 
 

 
 

John Lord (POW) 

 
In April 1945, the family learned 
of the relief of the prison camp at 
which he had been interned and 
were awaiting news of his 
homecoming. Instead, they 
learned that he had died of 
wounds during a long march 
from one camp to another. While 
on the march, the prisoners were 
mistaken for enemy troops and 
were attacked by allied bombers, 
John and a number of his 
comrades receiving wounds. 
Some of the prisoners had been 
forced marched from camps in 
Poland to Germany in front of 
the advancing Russians. 
 
John was taken to Broizenburg on Elbe. He was badly wounded in the right 
leg on the 19th April and the German Surgeon was compelled to amputate. In 
addition, he had a deep wound in the left side of his back in which he 
developed gangrene, on the 22nd April he was operated on at 11 am, but in 
spite of all the Doctors could do, he died at 2 pm the same afternoon. His 
funeral took place the following day at 8 am with six of his comrades present. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1939 – 1945 War Cemetery, Berlin  
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John Lord with his squadron in Scotland 

 

 
 


